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Frlhyl prmrltlus spark to renovate industrial area

When Randy Pribyl was 14 years old, he got his first job pulling weeds for the Davis Greenhouse in
downtown Bettendorf. That provided some incentive for a new project - in the area known to long-
time residents as the Davis Greenhouse Addition. Running between the riverfront and State Street,
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first industrial park.
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He pushes to
improve city's first
industrial area

By Cynthia Mangien
BETTEHDORF NEWS

Bandy Pribyl, first vice presi
demt of a Davenport stockbroker
firm, is & hemetows boy and
proud of it

Combine this
pricle with his
Beliel 1han
helping and
giving toothers
isome of the
st selh Il gl
ing things a R
PETSON
can da, and you've got the rea-
2oat hie §% A Betlendarf Chamber
of Commerce momber spear
heading a task force for the Eoo-
wombe Development Comimithes

Winen told e'd beens descrbed
as a “dynamic individual pos.
sazspd of leadership, who has
made 2 big difference in this
community" he lopked uneom-
fordable, then admitted. "It
woubd be o dream to have that be
correct.”

Pres=sed for an answer, he sug-
gested that sometne might see
Rl that woy because he has
made 2 censcious effort along
thoze lines,

“Its Mo mey wife satd after [
spent maonths fixing up my 1964
G, amd won seeond in the
'!'Iil.l.:{‘ll‘l il matbonal compeditlon
in 2000, ‘What's ke value of
thig*"

He examined his life and
el i Lagrace abbotet change
He was alveady active in his
chureh, “1 inined the choir at my
chuten, Trinity Lutleran. in
Davenport, and was appointed a
chureh elder Beeoming an elder
Has really made s g impact on
by Life, People from dhe chueeh

e 0 g i th thelr problens,

Problems  with  dheir  lids,
spouses, money ... [ feal it has
been the highest honor in my
life to hove that pasition.”

His experience as a stockhro-
kor and investment specialist
lead him o teaching about coo
nomacs, His enthusiasm is evi-
dant during the intérview, as ha
moves argund the room, pro-
maoting the power of spending
less and saving early

He brings this chergy o the
eighth grade class he works
with at Holy Famlly School,
Davessport,

“Bach year, the Kids sve their
moeney over the summer and
bring it toclass in the fall, along
with their parents. Randy
afvises them on soocks o pick
and {5 very conscientiouns, eom-
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Photes by Larry Fisher/ EETTENDORT HEWS
Randy Prikyl's first job was in what some long-time residents call the Davis Greenhouse Addition, and he's now werking 1o
fix up the area. It was the first industrial park in the city of Boettendorf.

ing in throughout the year to
explain their progress and give
ihem updates,” =id Marilvn
Lendg, the wacher, . -

“He has o vory good reperiodne
wreith the kids and always fellows
through. He doesn't charge us
anything, becange he believes in
It. He teactes the kids, and thelr
familics to becorme investors, not
just

“It's @ Log of work for frim. He s
a gocd commumnlty leader and
axample for the Kids to fllow”
sl s,

Joins the Chamber

Pribyl said he thought tha Bet
tetiddary Chamber of Compterce
membershlp might be another
way o become & community
Ieadar He foined this past Febeu-
ary

During a meeting he attended.
dizcussion mrned to geopraphic
areas In need of Improvement.
While viziting a eliend, ae had feo
guented the original industeial
park in Bettendort, This region is
betwean the riverfront and Siate
Steeet, and runs from Z5th to42nd
sireats.

Enown by long-time resldonts
a5 the Davis Grepnhouse Addi-
tion, the project appealed do
Pribyl partly because his first,
hob, ar 14, was to pull weads for
Dravis Greenhouse.

Feallng an affinlty for the often.
averlooked aven, he noted poor
roads, water deainage problems,
hardeoelind s inesses and over-
all lack of curb appoal.

But he also realized the possi-
bilities of the ared, I8 s hage

and employment basa for the city
It has an axisting food wall, greadt
hishweay aecess from State Straet,

and appropriate 200ing, He sug
gested the Industrial Park be
coramalned,

Thee mewivformed 1ask fonon
discovered that alveady exlsting
busingsses in that area H‘.-tg]:t
start to relocate elsewhere, or
decide nat 1o expand, They nated
State Sireet is a main corridor of
the city and the only part many
drivers sec while crossing the
Erzad-Citles.

The area was included in the
focus on Gity develonmichl.

Businesses of the newivnmed
State Sirest Industrial Pack have
mpﬁnded pesitively Abont 80
percent af the almest 40 owners
have had input in the arex's
future and most are donating
1ime, man hours andgF matert.
als,

— FPRIBYL
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Pribyl: Railroad cooperates and fixes crossing

= Continued Brom page 1
“The idea is to have a place
wiire praple will want ta conie to
shop and work. Places like
Hampton Crane, @uad Cly
Brick and Tile and Tri-City
Blacktop are beawiiful, and
cxamples of what other busi-
niszes can do,” Pribyl sald.

Railroad helps too

Pribyl also lauds the vole of |
& M Rail Link of Silwiz, IIL., in
the development process. The
rall crossing on 35th, just south
of Stabe Strect was deteriorat-
ing. It usually takes abowt five
years for a track crossing 10 be
Thxed, but this got Meed hnmedi-
ey

"The crossing was sobad, that
large trucks would get hung up
on the rails and tractors woilld
bz used to puall them off! Even
thhough this springs food shat
thiem down, and their business
has not been grear, T4 M did not
wait for the cily and siate to
bear the usnal twe-thids cost of

fixing the crossing. They
incurred all the expense ... We
were really grateful.”

Pribyl 2aid he's not a one-man
show, and appreciate helps from
people  like Carol Seitz of
MeCarthy Bush Real Estate,
Phil Bothman of Bryand Barean
Sales Recrubtars and Scott Tun
wicliff of the Bettandord Chan
ber ol Cotuterse,

“They are all dedicated peo-
ple, and that is what this will
take, alomng with the sugport of
the pecpie of Battendord o give
these buzinesses a chamnce.

“The owners ave making
mronetary saerifices ta improve
Eive conmiunity,™ he points out.
"The public needs 1o 2o on down
oo Stare Siveet, and redisoower
the Businesses and shops, then
resilve Lo shop there

Giving back

Pribyl sald his dream s to
wark fon no wapges, spend Lime
with kis ehildrén and grandehil-
dren, fish with his buddies and

mavhbe do sonee Kavaking with
his wife of 7 years, Garol. He
described her s “strong where
1am wialk, a wise and fun com-
pamion who woulld be o blessing
1o anmy man."

He would also [ke to trave]
around helping olhers learn how
W really use thelr money and
about share what he balleves i3
miost irnporoant in e

“The rwrnber cove thing [lave
learned is that | was born with an
owner’s manual. It has helped me
with problems with bosses,
friends, Family, taught me to cele-
brate. [t 15 called The Bible, and it
ig the lucklest {hing I've ever
Toumnd. It i5 an absolute gat for
Tt ing out vaur life,

“I have also found out fn 20
wears of invesiment work that
there is no correlation between
money and lasting happiness.
And that how much money a
persen has is not a function of
haw minach a person earns, but
hovar much of that he saves."

And according to Randy
Fribwl, how much he gives back.



