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After AnafeW——Jhelplng plck

up the pieces

The following story & gn oddounl

of the aftermath of hureicome Ar-

drew by Randy Pribyl, @ member of
St Jotn Viaemey parich in Betlen.
doef. Pribdl, a focal tockbeoker,
traweled 1o Flocide on Buiiness after
the stoem and stoyed Sepl. 1215 fo
ORT i e cfear-up S0,

By RANDY PRIBYL
The taxi driver said he didnt wang

10 take me inte the harricane zone.

He'd oaly boon there onoe and be
shoak for thres days af the volume
of destruction. Reluctantly, he
agreed 1o g0,

It wad dduik & we pulled off the
1olbway in the obder cargo-like wan he
used as a taxi, A group of gx
ressdents midtook vl o looters and
ran iowards ws shouting, He spod
WY,

Upea arnviag at Chinst the King
Cathotic Chourch , located a few maes
nofth of Homewead, Florda, I step-
ped off the van with three fuloases,
A tenl, 1ools and provisions were
packed inside to supnon mo for the
next seweral days a3 | wolonteered (o
help some famulies back on their Feet.

Members from Habitar for
Husranpily took me under their wing
and helped 220 up my Lempodary
home. They said three gumihids
woke Ehem the provicos nighi bot
military perioancl were quickly oa
the soeme with 2 helikopler; no ops
wis hert, 11 was appareatly a drive-
by sheoting,

The next memning, the home of
FFasl L-n}' wias our firsl stop. The
Habitat group hod already boen on
the site for a couple days rebuilding

the rool. The pood was ipped off by
150 mph winds, exposing all bat two
rooams 1o the sy aboe,

By day's cnd, Bowever, the roof
was pomphelely rebuilt, excepd the
end of the living rogum wihere even the
trases had boen blown away, We
could anly put plastic over that aféa,

Thhee Levy famaly was eclicved. The
dzily Florida u.im: were sealed ol
for the first timse io throe wecky (me

teror clean wp could now b
finzthed.

Paul told me he had been looking
foraard toexperiencing a hurricape.,
He undercstimated what was com-
ing. The wind Blew out Bis windows,
shraddesd his roof, shook the house
viokently, crumpled the eetling to the
T and retrcatod his famaly 10 Lhe
Laundry room (the last poom where
they could keep the fury omt by
Bodding the door shut),

The next morming, the mee look of
his menghborbood diew bim o a
shoet journey, He sald, **When | saw
an IS-wheeler on top of 2 roal, it kit
me. | kntw something bad had hap-

Faul said there might be something
good feam this burfricase. There had
boin tornifie tonsion abdul polics
brutality around here xnd felt riow
similar 1o Los Angeles were possible.

**Thin will delay it."" he said,

THERE WERE MANY storici
like Pasl’s. Onee lady said she was in
her home with her baby and 22 ¢ats,
As the wind was teaning shests of
plywood off ber poof, i1 smekeod the
ceiling and 15 of her <ats pight oul
the roof, Tt was so hard 1o holbd her
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baby, she piat her im the oven and
hedd om 1g the range (o sreg hersell
ard the child,

Crine man and his family sundved
in their bathroom. The hurmcane
blew apart mosl of hit bome and
dering the last kalf bear of the
G- mipmte sorm, it was all he could
do 10 keey the bathrodm door from
beimg sscled away.

Once ile winds died, be opened
the doar. Between the flashes of
lightnimg, it wasa't his hallway he
sve Dol by moghbor’s destioyed
hicme and treck losds of debris drig-
‘pciﬂ; & ks bedeeam foors.

The paweit's b swayed wo much
the pod broke and the floor backl-
od. It kas ance bomn coademnad and
will e b bdomed.

L s wha ived 10 atwo-dory
howase sxil they were the lucky ones:
onky the second story was pone. Just
Tour makes south, both #eries were
EOE,

For the mest two days, we helped
an clderly coupds ia pood hcalth, who
had no inserance,

Fortunabely, their exterasr and in-
eeriod walls were pood and all inaised
were im pade. We pnailsd up new
plywood and roofing matedal.
Drywall will come for them Eiter, bt
a rood over thar heads gae them 2
row sene of pride. Their's was the
only fully repaired roof in the
e ghbear o .

Fle todd us he hoped the dectriciny
would be restored soom, snoe his
wife was heating meals with a blow
torch, She bugged wi as w left and
sald she would pray for .

“We'll make 10, glowsd on her
face.

GARY, ONEOQF THE 1.-:-}.|_rtm:r_!..
had traveled from Virginis with his
modor home loaded with doaxied
supgdics. A we rolled oul roaling
paper, be said that last year he had
bought a 15-acre woodsd trat fo
buikd a secluded home, e had ook
od very hard 10 find a sitg whete his

(See DEVASTATION os Page 4)



The rabuilding of Homastes
roof at a time. Local broker, Randy Pribyl. shares his story o
&l the dewvastation from the oo down
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Devastation, disappointment

are not the same

(Continued from Page 3)

howse could be completely shielded
from view.

When the power company came
in, however, and cut a S0vard wide
path through the trees to bring in
clectricaty, e said, you could easily
soo right out onto the read, *'1 el
completely devastnted i the time,**
he eaid. 1 owas wrong; this s
devastation and that was only dizap-
potnlosent,""

[ noticed a woman standing al the
curb watching vz work, She said they

were doing O when [ asked. She
had pur leer family in the car inside
their garage afier the windows in the
leowse had Broken and the roof
started Mying apart. The garage door
Blew off though, and the car banged
agalmag e walls while the ghift Lever
was still in park,

Slee pointed wo some deywall Lay-
ing by the curb and azked me 0o ook
al e wallpaper on il. Four weeks
s sl havd installed ic. 1 said, “Tha
papeer wis probably inportant to yon
then.'t She renlicd,  *“Wallnanne
negams nothing.™

Tha priest appreciated the kelp 1
was giving and invited me o dinger
one might. We drove 20 minates
down the wollway out of the lar-
ricame zone, Along the way he
pointed out tean the 2ol boodhs had
been destroyed and we didn't have 1o
pay. Fe smiled and said, s the
only pood thing 've seen come out
af the hurcicane,'"

The restawrant was losaned in a
mall, Whils walking past tlie stares
1o gl there, 18 was like the Star Ship
Enterprise Tead beamed ws up o a
wlole new planzt, Designer clothes,
gold bracelets and new hairdo's, Ap-
parently it wasn't enough! peaple
were logking for more.

They were inta thenselvas, polish-
cd up and thumbing through racks
tir look more polished wp.

Mo one cared about me and [ was
gk 3t was hard to care aboat ihiem.
Caring and being cargd about was
casy I} mimnmtes south., A1 the
voluntcer camp, people were dirty
and there weee o gadd jewels or pret-
Ly clothes. '!l:'i.'.'l, [III.‘_\'{I-1I;I|I|_-I:|:']'5 WOLE
much maore beautiful. 1 wanted o go
back.

Onomy last might, 1 straipghiened
my sleeping bag and stowly rolled
over inking time to gently straighten
iy legs, Even though my legs hari,
I Felt surprisingly well considering 1
wasn't wsed 1o manual Inbor.,

I Began to relex and wondered
what [ would rememibar most of my
Five dava. Lotz of thoushis NMipped
by, but twe kepl coming back: The
vidume of destroction and how (he
victims wlo were seeking combon
From God were finding i,

The thoupht occurred that God
had spanked them for getting their
witlues mixed up, but then keld e
while they crigd,



